
 
 

CHIPPEWA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
7TH GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 
English Language Arts 7: This is a year-long course focused on literary analysis, exposition, and poetry.  The 
theme of Adversity, Conflict, and Change will be used to guide instruction in reading, writing, and speaking 
activities.  Fiction and nonfiction readings may include: letters, speeches, editorials, novels, essays, poetry, 
articles, and short stories.  Writing activities may include: letters, poems, 5-paragraph essay, and research.   
 
Middle School Math 2: (7th grade standards) Expands the development of numerical concepts to beginning 
algebraic concepts.  Math strands, such as Number Sense, Measurement, Statistics, Algebra, Geometry, and 
Probability, are integrated with problem solving techniques and critical thinking. 
 
Middle School Algebra: (8th grade standards) Topics include: solving equations/inequalities, proportional 
reasoning, percent applications, linear equations, systems of equations and functions.  Problem solving and 
critical thinking skills will be incorporated throughout the year.  Students should have their own calculator 
(TI-34 or one that is comparable will be fine).  Graphing calculators are not required.   
 

Intermediate Algebra: (high school level course) Topics include: data exploration, proportional reasoning and 
probability, variation and graphs, linear equations, fitting a line to data, systems of equations and inequalities, 
exponents and exponential models, functions, transformations, and quadratic models.  A graphing calculator is 
required.   
 

Geometry: (high school level course) Topics include: reasoning, coordinate geometry, transformations, 
triangles and congruence, polygons, circles, similarity, right triangles, trigonometry, area of 2-D and 3-D 
shapes, and volume of 3-D shapes.  A graphing calculator is required.   
 
 

Life Science 7:  This course explores a variety of topics in life science: the nature of science, cells and how they 
function, DNA, heredity, natural selection, human body systems, viruses, bacteria, ecosystems, and how all 
these systems interact.  Students will develop the ability to critically analyze information and make inferences 
based on the data they’ve gathered.  
 
Social Studies 7: This course is a Thematic Geography class.  It encompasses human and physical geography. 
Using an interactive approach, students work on interpersonal skills while challenging themselves with 
independent work.  Using these techniques, students will be introduced to the seven major regions of the world. 
 
Media Literacy and Persuasion 7: (semester course) In this “STEAM” course, students will become experts 
on one of many problems related to consumption of media through a personal device or smartphone.  Through 
the incorporation of Design Thinking, students will engage in critical reading, writing, and discussion, with an 
aim toward understanding their chosen problem through the eyes of people most impacted by it.  Students will 
learn to generate ideas, solutions, services, products and/or persuasive messages as part of a larger initiative to 
improve their ability to speak publicly, write persuasively, and create multimedia campaigns that speak to and 
serve a real audience.   
 
Art & Design: (semester course) The second of the 7th grade STEAM courses, students in Art and Design will 
build upon their ability to prototype and create 2D and 3D products and pieces of art.  Through the application 
of project-based learning strategies, students will blend form and function to design purposeful artwork. They’ll 
further their learning of the principles of Design Thinking, particularly as it pertains to prototyping, testing, and 
finalizing their creation.  



 
 
Spanish 7: (semester course) The purpose of this language learning experience is to build a foundation of 
language skills and confidence that will motivate and prepare students for in-depth study of languages and 
cultures in high school and beyond.  At the completion of this introductory experience, students will know some 
basic vocabulary and will be able to communicate in Spanish at a beginning level.  In addition, the program will 
support English literacy goals, since second language instruction enhances students’ English vocabulary and 
understanding of English grammar. 
 
Physical Education and Health 7:  Students participate and receive instruction in fitness activities, individual 
sports, and team sports.  Units include: tennis, swimming, personal fitness, basketball, soccer, track, table 
tennis, badminton, floor hockey, football, archery, winter activities, team handball, and dance. Students will 
also engage in health units, which touch on the importance of total health -- physical, mental, and emotional. 
Students will learn skills necessary for responsible decision-making as it pertains to nutrition, so as to 
understand the impact food selection, food safety, and eating patterns have on their health.  Topics will explore 
strategies for preventing accidents and environmental hazards and skills needed in cases of sudden illness or 
injury. Students enrolled in music participate in one-semester of Phy-Ed/Health. Students not in enrolled in 
music have Phy-Ed/Health daily for a full year. 
 
Art 7: (one semester -- non-music students) 7th grade Art expands upon student’s art education and challenges 
them in art production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  Students will get to experience a variety of art 
making mediums including: drawing, painting, ceramics, and sculpture.  Students will also learn about artists, 
art genres, and cultures that relate specifically to the art making projects themselves.  
 
Band 7: (full year) Students continue learning fundamental techniques of instrumental playing with exposure to 
a variety of music and styles.  Previous study of a band instrument and current enrollment in Band 6 is required. 
Participation in evening performances required. This course meets daily all year long. 
 
Choir 7: (full year) Students are exposed to a variety of musical styles through rehearsal and performance of 
3-part music.  Students also learn proper singing and breathing skills, basic music theory, and sight-reading. 
Participation in evening performances is required.  A love of singing and excellent self-discipline is expected. 
This course meets daily all year long. 
 
Orchestra 7: (full year) Students develop more advanced techniques for stringed instruments via large group 
and sectional rehearsals.  Varied repertoire, representing many styles of string music, enlarges each player's 
background. In mid-year curriculum units, students learn how to write an original composition, conduct, play 
advanced bow strokes, and perform in a chamber ensemble.  Participation in evening performances and day 
field trips is required. Students must have previous string experience. This course meets daily all year long. 


